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society, and it will be for our readers to judge whether
the profit or loss, the gain or the disadvantage, liea
with the present or the past generation.

The Governor-General of India has always been the
chief fountain of honour, and the first pillar of the
state and of all social influence. His dignity is now
still further enhanced, as, under the title of Viceroy,
His Excellency shines forth as the direct representa-
tive of his sovereign. But as regards this high posi-
tion, so much depends on personal character and
manners, that it would be difficult to arrive at a
decision when contrasting the quiet dignity of Lord
Canning or the genial presence of Lord Mayo with the
haughty extravagance of Lord EUenborough or the
solid and imperturbable majesty of Lord Dalhousie.
There is, however, a more persistent and successful
endeavour under the modern regime to maintain the
credit of Government House for hospitality, and what
is vulgarly called entertainment. There are now ten
people to be entertained where there was formerly
only one. The Viceroy lives for eight months of the
year at Simla, and for the remaining four months in
Calcutta. At Simla the society is, to a great extent,
official, swollen by the numerous representatives of
the army with their families, who seek refage at Simla
from the fearful heat of the plains of Northern and
Central- India. A weekly dinner at Government
House, and two or three State balls, suffice at Simla
to provide for the gratification of the visitors, whilst